
VITA ROMANA
the baths at aeclanum

ZOFIA GUERTIN 
ambra ghiringhelli - Josef Soucek





1



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



Acknowledgements

Creating Vita Aeclano was the end result of a three-year Public Archaeology engagement project, which 
began with the University of Edinburgh and Apolline Project excavations at Aeclanum and has now moved 
globally. We wanted to create something that was current and interesting to local and broader audiences, 
which brought together comics and archaeology.
This project would not have been possible without the support of the community of Mirabella Eclano. 
Particular gratitude is due to the councilwoman Raffaella Rita D’Ambrosio, for her ongoing work in promoting 
the excavation and the value and benefit of Public Archaeology to her constituents and colleagues. 
My sincere gratitude for the incredible support from the directors of the Aeclanum excavations, Dr Ben 
Russell, Senior Lecturer in Classical Archaeology at the University of Edinburgh and Dr Girolamo Ferdinando 
De Simone, director of the Apolline Project. The Apolline Project have been pioneers in Public Archaeology 
and their support has been key in shaping the programme of activities at Aeclanum. 
I would like to thank the volunteer collaborators on Vita Aeclano for their work in creating this graphic 
novella. My thanks to Ambra Ghiringhelli (PhD candidate at the University of Edinburgh) for providing the 
voices to the images and to Josef Souček (curator at the National Museum in Prague) for editing with me 
and translating my drawings into logical, elegantly formatted final pages. 
Specialists from the excavations at Aeclanum were consulted for many details, and my sincere thanks 
goes out to all of them: Lucia Michielin, Vincenzo Castaldo, Pier Luigi Morbidoni, and Martina Astolfi (PhD 
candidates at the University of Edinburgh) and Briana King (PhD candidate at the University of St Andrews). 
 Zofia Guertin is a PhD candidate at the University of St. Andrews, where she studies the inclusion of 
Egyptian cults within Roman urban environments. She is the current project manager and public archaeology 
coordinator at Aeclanum. As a lifelong graphic novel enthusiast, she developed and illustrated Vita Aeclano.

Partner Acknowledgments

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the various partners who have worked with the University of Edinburgh 
and Apolline Project team at Aeclanum and whose financial support has made this work possible. The School 
of History, Classics and Archaeology at the University of Edinburgh provided key initial funds for the launch 
of the Public Archaeology campaign at Aeclanum, as well as funding many of the specialists on the project. 
Further funding for the excavations was received from the Roman Society and Roman Research Trust, a 
Munro Research Grant, and the Challenge Investment Fund of the University of Edinburgh.
Special acknowledgement is due to the Institute of Classical Studies in London (ICS) for their ongoing support 
of our Public Archaeology programme in the form of two grants that provided the means to produce and 
publish these outreach materials. The ICS’s generous support and excellent feedback on this work as it 
developed (through conferences and seminars) has truly been instrumental to my approach to sharing this 
project. 
Finally, I extend thanks to the Comune di Mirabella Eclano, the Soprintendenza per le province di Salerno ed 
Avellino, the Accademia di Belle Arti di Napoli, and the British School at Rome for their ongoing support of 
our work.

---
I would like to dedicate Vita Aeclano to my partner Chris. Your enthusiasm and loving support made all of 
this possible. 

Apolline Project





SALVETE AMICI!
THANK YOU FOR JOINING NERATIA ON THIS ADVENTURE! CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
ARCHAEOKIDS.COM FOR OTHER LEARNING MATERIALS: WORKSHEETS, TEACHING 
TOOLS, AND FUTURE ADVENTURES IN THE ROMAN WORLD!




